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AGRICULTURE  i^ND  DSUOCR/.CY  are  intimately  related  in  the 
ivhole  scheme  of  what  has  come  to  be  known  in  the  past  150  years  as 
the  American  vfay  of  life. 

At  a  time  of  world  cataclysm  the  very  structure  on  which 
this  way  of  life  depends  is  challenged.   Secretary  Wickard  has 
stated  that  the  present  crisis  calls  for  a  quick  and  thorough 
understanding  of  the  essential  ele^nents  and  forces  involved. 

The  surest  and  most  democratic  vrey  of  understanding  these 
issues  is  through  discussion. 

Vvhat  shall  we  discuss?  'vYhat  are  the  issues  involved?  1'Vhat 
are  the  plain,  simple,  everyday  things  we  should  be  thir^king  about 
and  talking  about? 

In  January  Secretary  ''.Vickard  asked  a  committee  of  scholars, 
representing  different  areas,  institutions,  and  occupations,  to 
submit  a  suggested  statement  v.iiich  could  serve  as  a  master  discus- 
sion outline  for  this  purpose. 

The  statement  prepared  by  this  group  is  attached.   It  pre- 
sents a  crystal  clear  set  of  questions  which  everyone  must,  of 
course,  answer  in  the  truest  conviction  that  comes  from  within. 

Farm  people,  and  all  people,  to  whom  the  American  way  of 
life  is  precious  will  be  interested  in  discussing  these  and  sim- 
ilar questions. 


—  A  statement  for  discussion  meetings  on  the  responsibility  of  United 
States  citizenship  in  the  face  of  the  present  world  crisis,  pre- 
pared by  a  committee  of  scholars  which  met  in  "iYashingtcn,  D.  C, 
on  January  29,  1941,  at  the  call  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Claude  R.  Vfickard. 
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DEMOCRACY 

IN  TH2 

PRESENT    CRISIS 

1.   liloral  Issues  in  the  Present  Conflict, 

Today,  democrecy  is  threatened  by  8  new  kind  of  revolution.   For 
thousands  of  years,  strong  and  successful  revolutions  have  had  as  a  pur- 
pose the  enlargement  of  the  life  of  every  individual,-   The  totali"C8rlan 
revolution  is  toward  submergence  of  the  individual.  'He   ticyj   have  to  ask 
what  a  totalitarian  victory  nay  mean  to  us  as  individvials.   The  totali- 
tarian powers  expressly  reject  the  cardinal  principles  v/hich  are  inherent 
in  democracy,  and  which  are  inseparable  from  the  historic  creed  of  the 
United  States.   They  deny  v/hat  we  affirm.   They  affirm  what  we  deny, 

1,  Democracy  affirms  the  right  of  every  individual  to  exercise 
political  power  through  the  ballot  and  public  opinion  freely 
formed.   Totalitarianism,  on  the  other  hand,  proclaims  that 
power  is  inherent  in  a  leader,  clothed  with  absolute  author- 
ity. 

2,  Dem.ocracy  affirms  certain  inalienable  rights  of  individuals 
and  minorities.  Among  these  rights  are  the  civil  liberties, 
which  ere  protected  by  the  law  and  sanctioned  by  the  m.axim 
of  tolerance.   These  liberties  are  enjoyed  by  groups  differ- 
ing in  religion,  race,  opinion.   Totalitarianism,  on  the 
other  hand,  forces  the  whole  of  society  into  a  rigid  mold 
and  concedes  to  the  individual,  or  to  minorities,  no  rights, 
either  legal  or  moral,  against  the  fiat  of  government, 

3,  Democracy  emphasizes  individual  opportunity  and  envisages  a 
society  in  which  wealth,  power,  education,  and  other  benefits 
accruing  from  society  as  a  ■whole  are  so  v'idely  distributed 
among  its  m.embers  as  to  create  a  sense  of  equality  between 
man  and  man,   TotalitarianisFi,  on  the  other  hand,  proclaims 
the  superiority  of  a  particular  race  or  party  group. 

Both  democratic  and  totalitarian  states  face  pressing 
social  and  economic  problems.   In  meeting  these  problems, 
democracies  modify  their  social  and  economic  institutions 
by  free  democratic  procedures;  they  cannot  make  changes  ex- 
cept as  a  result  of  discussion  and  popular  choice.   Totali- 
tarian leaders,  on  the  contrary,  effect  arbitrary,  violent, 
and  sudden  changes,  without  regard  to  the  opinion  or  well- 
being  of  individuals.   The  totalitarian  leaders  have  not, 
furthermore,  really  met  the  problems  created  by  new  economic 
conditions,  but  have  merely  obscured  them  by  turning  to  the 
production  of  armaments. 
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4,  Democracy  proclaims  the  dignity  of  the  h^jiTLan  individual,  and 
seeks  to  create  through  organized  society  an  opportunity  for 
the  full  development  and  free  exercise  of  each  individual's 
inherent  capacities.   Totalitarianism,  on  the  other  hand,  de- 
ifies the  state  and  considers  the  human  individual  as  its 
accessory  or  subordinate  part» 

5,  Democracy  seeks  to  bring  about  a  world  order  in  which  differ- 
ent nations  may  live  together  in  peace,  mutual  respect,  and 
fruitful  commercial  and  cultural  intercourse,  because  only 
in  such  a  world  can  the  objectives  of  democracy  be  attained. 
The  totalitp.rian  ideal,  on  the  other  hand,  glorifies  v/ar  and 
aggrandizement  and  encourages  the  effort  to  achieve  world  do- 
minion by  a  nation  believing  in  its  0"ivn  superiority. 


II.   The  Meaning  and  Practices  of  Democracy. 

The  follovdng  topics  are  suggested  for  discussion.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  democratic  process  to  provide  opportunity  for  fx'-ee  discussion  of 
problems  cf  social  policy.  Such  discussion  is  doubly  important  against 
a  background  of  world  conflict.  It  not  only  is  a  means  for  determining 
the  general  will,  but  allows  expression  to  the  views  of  individuals  and 
minorities.  Only  through  the  friendly  ajid  cooperative  discussion  of  these 
problems  can  a  sound  public  policy  be  achieved. 

1.  Popular  government, 

a.  'iiThat  does  it  m.ean  to  y^u? 

b.  Vftiat  recent  events  do  you  regard  as  examples  of  suc- 
cessful popular  government:   On  the  local  level?   The 
State  level?   The  national  level? 

c.  Vvhat  modifications  in  the  means  of  carrying  on  popu- 
lar government  are  necessary  in  times  of  crisis?  Are 
all  levels  affected? 

2.  Liberty  and  tolerance. 

a.  V/hat  do  they  m-^^n  to  you? 

b.  yhich  of  the  civil  liberties  have  been  under  discus- 
sion in  your  part  of  the  country  in  recent  months: 
Freedom  of  speech?  freedom  of  the  press?   Freedom 
of  assembly?   Freedom  of  religion? 

c.  In  times  of  crisis  end  vror,  to  vihtit   extent  should 
civil  liberties  be  abrid  :ed?  'sThat  has  bnen  the  ex- 
perience of  the  United  States  in  previous  v/ars? 
V/hat  can  we  learn  from  this  experience;  about  meth- 
ods; about  post-war  restoration  of  liberties? 

d.  To  v/hat  extent  should  the  civil  liberties  be  enjoyed 
by  groups  favoring  forms  of  government  which  do  not 
give  such  rights  to  their  oivn  people? 
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e.  Have  there  in  recent  tirnes  been  problems  or  abuses 
of  civil  liberties,  affecting  Negroes,  Jev/s ,  Cath- 
olics, foreign-born?   Could  they  have  been  better 
handled?  How? 

f.  From  the  first,  our  Nation  has  been  a  unity  in  di- 
versity -  regional  diversity,  racial  diversity,  di- 
versity of  occupation,  industry,  labor,  agriculture. 
How  can  national  unity  be  maintainod  amidst  these 
diversities?  Vtfhat  means  should  be  used  to  encourage 
understanding  and  create  a  source  of  mutual  interde- 
pendence among  these  differing  elements?  Are  such 
means  in  use  in  your  locality?  V'ith  what  frictions 
is  it  important  for  them  to  deal?  How  can  the  bur- 
dens and  sacrifices  required  by  total  defense  be 
equalized  among  employers,  workers,  and  farmers? 

3,  Equality, 

a,  '.That  does  it  mean  to  you? 

b,  'vihat  are  soma  of  the  specific  means  through  which 
the  United  States  seeks  to  provide  equality  of  op- 
portunity to  its  citizens?  7/hat  types  of  public 
education  are  doing  the  best  job?  VvTiat  further 
facilities  are  needed?   •/'/hat  ways  are  now  avail- 
able for  the  mde  dissemination  of  social  gains? 
"iVhafc  further  provisions  are  needed?  IVhat  effort 
is  being  made  in  your  area  to  keep  dcivn  unemploy- 
ment; to  come  to  grips  with  the  problem  of  farm 
tenancy  or  migratory  labor? 

c,  How  can  power  best  be  balanced  as  between  individ- 
ual end  corporate  producers?  ¥/hat  are  the  rights 
and  what  are  the  responsibilities  of  organized 
labor? 

4,  Individualism. 

a,  I'Yhat  does  it  mean  to  you? 

b,  'vVhat  duties  does  the  individual  owe  to  society  in 
return  for  the  rights  and  opportunities  which  soci- 
ety gives  to  him?   In  times  of  crisis,  what  does 
the  individual  owe  in  terms  of  military  mobiliza- 
tion, civil  mobilization,  contribution  through 
taxes,  etc.? 

c,  How  can  a  self-governing  group  achieve  social  dis- 
cipline and  high  morale? 

Wiat  instances  of  social  discipline,  freely  assumed, 
can  you  cite  from  the  present  war?  In  democratic 
countries  where  morale  has  broken  dov-Ti,  what  do  you 
think  were  the  main  causes  of  the  lack  of  unity? 
Are  the  same  causes  operating  here? 
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5,   United  States  participation  in  a  new   world  order, 

a.  Does  the  ideal  of  democracy  involve  some  kind  of  world 
order? 

b.  In  your  opinion,  does  the  history  of  the  last  tvro  years 
show  that  a  vn.ll  to  defense  is  indispensable  to  the 
survival  of  democracy?   '.'[hat  are  the  lines  of  argument 
currently  advanced  by  defeatist  groups  in  this  country? 
Are  they  the  same  that  have  been  used  elsewhere? 

c.  In  v/'hat  v;orld  areas  does  the  United  States  have  e   vital 
stake,  and  \';hat  is  the  nature  of  its  stake? 

d.  WiBit  is  the  role  of  the  United  Stales  in  respect  to 
sea  power? 

e.  liThat  should  be  the  current  and  future  relation  of  the 
English-speaking  peoples?   Is  it  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  that  Great  Britain  and  the  British 
Dominions  be  victorious  in  the  present  war, 

f.  V\fhat  types  of  Pan-American  relations  are  most  likely 
to  build  hemispheric  solidarity? 

g.  IfVhat  should  be  the  economic  objectives  of  the  United 
States  for  the  postv^ar  period? 

h.  "iVhat  kind  of  postwar  order  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  in  Europe;  in  the  Far  East;  in 
the  world  as  a  whole? 


Committee: 

Dr.  Frederick  H.  Middlebush,  President,  University  of 

Missouri, 
Mr,  James  C.  Derieux,  Associate  Editor,  The  State, 
Mr,  ¥^.  T.  Stone,  Foreign  Policy  Association. 
Dr.  Ralph  Barton  Perry,  Harvard  University, 
Dr,  Charles  Spurgeon  Johnson,  Fisk  University. 
Dr.  Dmght  Sanderson,  Cornell  University, 
Dr.  H.  E.  Avey,  Ohio  State  University. 
Dr.  Edmund  deS.  Brunner,  Columbia  University, 
l/Irs,  Helen  Hill  Miller,  National  Policy  Committee. 


DISTRIBUTION.   A  copy  of  this  circular  has  been  sent  to  each  extension 
director;  State  leader  in  county  agricultural,  home  demonstration, 
and  4-H  Club  work;  extension  editor;  agricultural-college  library 
and  experiment- station  library. 
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